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and maxillofacial surgery is the 
that includes the 
" 

of 
and treatment 

and defects both the 
functional and esthetic aspects of the hard and soft tis
sues of the oral and maxillofacial The term 
"maxillofacial" refers to the anatomic area of the 
and face. 

An oral and maxillofacial 

surgery, plastiC surgery, internal 
critical care medicine, anesthesia, and 
and maxillofacial surgeons are trained to 

setl ings, outpatient surgery centers, 
offices. 

it mean to 

Oral and 


American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial 
(ABOMS) is the board for the 

of oral and maxillofacial surgery in the United 
States. It and the Council 
Dental Educalion and Licensure of the American Dental 

The of Ihe ABOMS 10 

elevate and to aid oral and 
maxillofacial surgeons in their efforts 

care to their To this end. the 
ABOMS establishes criteria for competence knowl 

that determine a sufficient and acceDtable abilitv to 
the 

Those individuals who demonstrate achievement of the 

board certification, indicated by title 
Americal/ Boord Om/ (lnd 

In order to become Board Certified. an individual must 

for board cenification is «'\,/,P',llP(1 

Credentials Committee. The 
the candidate to pass both 

and a rigorous oral 

The ABOMS 
continue their 
educational 

various 
Your Board Cel1ified oral and 

to maintain current 
professional education that 
seminars, lectures, 

courses, and self-assessment tools. 

'",;,,;ll,,";U and 

Oral and maxillofacial surgeons remove and 
teeth. Sometimes these teeth are removed to 

prevent future such as infection or to 
othcr teeth. times Ihese teelh are removed due to 
active infection or the presence of associated gum 
disease or bone loss. 

Anesthesia: 

Oral and maxillofacial surgeons have extensive 
in the latest anesthetic intravenous 
sedat i on and anesthesia. The doct or 
determine if the anesthesia best delivered in the 
or' 

Dental 

close collaboration with a restorative dentist, an oral 
maxillofacial surgeon dental in Ihe 
to teeth. Their skills also include Ihe 

Trauma 

Oral and maxillofacial surgeons 

bone through bone 
Ihrough gum 

a viable treatment 

and functional result with dental 

. 

calls who sustain major trauma to 
and face. Their services include the of 
facial skin lacerations broken and 

facial bones, severed nerves, and Ihe treatment of other 
traumatic Oral and maxillofacial surgeons also 
treat dental such as loosened or lost teeth, on an 
emergency basis. 

Ol'al 

Oral and maxillofacial surgeons and manage 
cysts and tumors of 

the oral and facial Severe infections of the 
mouth, 
teeth or other 

and neck due to dpl'"vpd 

causes are treated 
facial surgeons either 

Disorders: 

Oral and maxillofacial ~urgeons 
oftreatment 

due to 
and 
those 

Corrective Jaw 

Oral and maxillofacial surgeons have extensive 
in the correction or 

deformities, 
lion with 

ullows the teeth to 
more efficient surgcry, called 

can also dramatically improve 
lacial appearance, 

When have hard and soft lisslie defects in the 
oral and facial due to cancer surgery, trauma, or 
birth defects, oral and maxillofacial surgeons 
surgery 10 restore forlll and function. These 

can include bone grafting, skin 

the same skills 
facial trauma and reconstructive surgery. 

for the enhancement of facial 
features as well as treatment for associated 
with aging 

oral and maxillofacial surgeons have 
the field of cosmetic surgery, 




